Name: ______________________________________ Date: ___________ Period: ____


Hamlet Act III, scene 2:  Questions
1. Read page 141, lines 80-95.  Hamlet is talking to Horatio.  What does he tell Horatio and what does he ask him to do?



2. On page 143, Polonius says when he was at the university, he played the part of Julius Caesar who was killed in the capitol.  This is an example of foreshadowing.  Why?



3. On page 143, Hamlet has some dialogue with Ophelia.  One of his quotes is, “That’s a fair thought to lie between maids’ legs.”  What kind of conversation is he having with Ophelia?  Is it appropriate?  Why do you think he does this?




4. On page 151, Hamlet has a brief conversation with the King and Queen.  He gives the what he considers the title of the play.  What does he call it?


5. On page 153, the actors are at the point in the play where the villain pours poison in the sleeping king’s ear.  What does Claudius do?  What does Claudius say?


6. Does Horatio notice the king’s reaction? ____________

7. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern come in and tell Hamlet that the queen wants to speak with him.  They then make their loyalty obvious by doing/asking what?



8. Hamlet continues by using a metaphor to describe his “relationship” with R & G.  What is it?


9. At the end of 3.2, Hamlet has another soliloquy.  He says he’s going to speak with his mother.  What is he saying he needs to do?  Does this remind you of something from Macbeth?


Hamlet Act III, scene 3 Questions
1. Claudius has a soliloquy on pages 165-167, starting on line 40.  What is the “primal eldest curse”?

_____________________________________________________________________

2. “My stronger guilt defeats my strong intent,”  says Claudius in line 44.  What does he mean?  What’s his intent?

_____________________________________________________________________

3. Claudius goes on to say, “Forgive me my foul murder?  That cannot be, since I’m still possessed of those effects for which I did the murder.”  What’s one major reason why Claudius appears to find it pointless to confess his sins about killing his brother?

_____________________________________________________________________

4. When Hamlet enters and sees Claudius on his knees, what does he assume Claudius is doing?

_____________________________________________________________________

5. Hamlet has a motive to kill Claudius and he finally gets the opportunity; however, he decides to NOT kill Claudius…yet.  Why?  Tell your answer in your own words and quote a line or two to support your answer (pg. 167).

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

6. Directly after Hamlet sneaks out, Claudius says, “My words fly up, my thoughts remain below; words without thoughts never to heaven go.”  Do you think if Hamlet had stayed to hear these words he would still have delayed his revenge?  Explain.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Hamlet Act III, scene 4 Questions
7. On page 171 Hamlet tells his mother, “Come, come, and sit you down; you shall not budge.  You go not till I set you up a glass where you may see the inmost part of you.”  What is the “glass” and what is the significance?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

8. Who does Hamlet believe is behind the arras when he stabs through it?

_____________________________________________________________________

9. On page 175, lines 99-102 and page 177, lines 107-109, Gertrude is beginning to really look at her recent actions.  What does she feel about them?

_____________________________________________________________________

10. On page 177,  the ghost enters and speaks to Hamlet.  What does it tell him?

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

11. What is the queen’s reaction to her son talking to someone she can’t see?

_____________________________________________________________________

12. On page 183, Gertrude asks Hamlet what she should do.  List several of the things Hamlet tells her she should (or should not) do.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

13. Hamlet says of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern: “…and my two schoolfellows, whom I will trust as I will adders fanged, they bear the mandate.”  What literary (rhetorical) device is being used in this line?

_____________________________________________________________________

14. Make some predictions about what will happen in Act IV.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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